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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Leisure Time Campground
9214 West 5 Mile
Irons MI 49644
1-800-266-8214

www.LeisureTimeCampground.com
ltc@leisuretimecampground.com

Have you ever noticed how 32 degrees feels so distributing your brochures? Hopefully at the Michi-

much colder in the fall than it does in the spring? gan Welcome Centers — this is free! You can also
Alright, NO, you say? Don't ask me why I think of  pass them out at RV shows, or you can have ARVC
these things, maybe it is too much time on my Michigan pass them out for you through our Bro-
hands... That sort of comes with the end of the chure Distribution Program. You can also use a

camping season, sort of | say because | know we all brochure distribution vendor like the ones you see in
have the list that tells us we really still do have more restaurants and stores.

to do than we have time for. As we go into the win-
ter months take some time to evaluate your park
and see if you are happy with where it is, what ser-
vices you offer, and how you deal with your custom-
ers. This is a good time to look at your website in-
formation and update your pictures, rates, etc.
Read through your brochure to make sure it says Jim Wolfe

what you want about your park. Take some timeto president

think about what you are going to do to promote ARVC Michigan
your park for the coming season. Where are you

I hope you all have a relaxing off season, be sure to
take the time to rejuvenate your enthusiasm for your
campground. Have a great Thanksgiving and
Christmas, | am looking forward to seeing you all
again in the spring.

RUN BAMBI RUN!! [t is hunting season in Michigan! Our campground
stays open until the end of November for Michigan’s gun hunting season.
The past couple of years have been quite slow in our area in large part be-
cause of the state issuing doe permits to the extreme three years ago.
While camping this year is somewhat slow, the hunting has definitely
picked up in Lake county. Most of our
campers reported getting at least one, if not two deer per site. One hunter
(from a local cabin) said he and his friends got EIGHT deer! Wow, talk
about an excited deer camp! Deer hunting is not just for hunters any-
more... itis a perfect excuse to go hang out at your favorite campsite and get social with your friends. Or
s should | have said it is the perfect excuse to go hang out at your favorite

== campsite and “drink beer” with your friends!? | am not a hunter personally
r—ﬁ but | do enjoy this time of year and visiting with my campers in between
s their hunting ventures. Everyone has a hunting story to tell, everyone has
- heard about the “Thirty Point Buck,” everyone has a great time at deer
. camp. Hopefully hunting will continue to improve in Michigan, and hope-
- fully people who are hunters will pass this fall pastime onto their children.

Jim Wolfe
k" Leisure Time Campground



GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

Michigan’s New Minimum Wage

October 1, 2006 Michigan’s minimum wage increased to $6.95 per hour. On July 1, 2007
the wage will increase to $7.15 per hour and to $7.40 per hour on July 1, 2008. There are a
couple of exceptions to this mandate. First of all minors under the age of 18 can be paid at a
rate of 85% of the current wage. That equates to $5.91 for the current minimum wage, $6.08
per hour on July 1, 2007 and $6.29 per hour on July 1, 2008.

There is also an exception for new employees between the ages of 16 — 19. A training wage
can be paid during their first 90 days of employment. The minimum training wage is $4.25
an hour. However, it is acceptable to pay an employee more than $4.25 but less than regu-
lar minimum wage and still call it a training wage. There are some restrictions about paying
a training wage. First of all, you need to make sure that you do not discharge, layoff, or dis-
place another employee in order to pay the training wage. You also need to make sure you
do not reduce the hour's wages or benefits of another employee to pay a new employee the
training wage. Any business with gross annual revenues of more than $500,000 per year
cannot pay the training wage.

For more information on minimum wage issues please contact the Michigan Department of
Labor and Economic Growth Wage and Hour Division at 517-335-0400. Online please visit
Michigan.gov/wagehour.

Information taken from:

Informational Sheet: Michigan Minimum Wage Law Youth Training Wage, Michigan Dept. of
Labor and Economic Growth Wage and Hour Division, Sept. 25, 2006.

Overview of Michigan Minimum Wage Law, Michigan Dept. of Labor and Economic Growth
Wage and Hour Division, Sept. 25, 2006.

November Election Results
The November 7" election resulted in some shifts in party rule at the state level. In the
Michigan State Senate the Republicans remain in the majority with a 21-17 split. Before the
election the Republicans held 22 of the seats in comparison to the Democrats that main-
tained 16 seats. In the State House of Representatives the Democrats will now be in control
after securing 58 of the 110 seats. Republicans will now hold 52 seats in the State House.
Before the election the split in the House was the exact opposite where Republicans con-
trolled 58 seats and Democrats held 52. Jennifer Granholm retained her position as Gover-
nor by defeating Republican candidate Dick DeVos by a 55-43 margin

Respectfully Submitted
Christina Lawrence
Nov. 20, 2006




2007 Spring Convention ARVC Michigan
March 28-30, 2007

Valley Plaza Resort, Midland, Mi.

Mark your calendar for March 28-30,

2007. Planning has been underway for sev- A new way to see what your association is up
eral months now, this year is sure to be the to. Now you can view a Calendar with many
biggest convention yet. The trade show is  of the events that the association will be at-
looking like it will be a sell out again this year tending or hosting. We will also put things
with several new vendors coming in. Severallike other events of interest to you the camp-
of the long time vendors have already re-  ground owner. You will be able to let us
served a second booth this year because theyknow about events you think should be on
have some great new products to show off thithe calendar also. Just by going to the calen-
spring. If you have not been to a spring con- dar and viewing it. If you know of some-
vention and trade show in a few years you thing that should be on the calendar but it's

must mark your calendar and come this year. not there you can e-mail us at the office right

_ .. from the site and give us the details and we
We are returning to Valley Plaza Resort, Mid- |, . 244 it.

land, Michigan. The central location in the

state and easy highway access makes the drivée address isww.calendar.yahoo.com/

in a breeze. You have your choice of the arvcmiplease go and visit the calendar and
budget friendly Best Western or little more up see what is on it and what you want to
scale Plaza Suites. Either hotel offers indoor see. We hope to get all the gift shows, food
pools and many amenities. If you wantto  shows, any event that will be of interest to
bring your RV you can stay at the RV Park  you the campground owner. This calendar
also located right on the property. With all ~ will continue to grow and change. We want
these choices it’s hard to decide. There are to thank Tate Fisher (Mackinaw Mill Creek
several dinning choices on the property but Camping) for alerting us to this site and the
we do a good job of keeping you feed right in ground work she did in getting the calendar

Calendar Online

the convention. It seems the food never set up. So please come and visit the calendar
stops. We just finish one meal and its time to often and make sure to send us information
eat again. on events you know about and think will be

: . of interest to other operators.
While we come for the Educational, Profes-

sional & Trade Show opportunities the best
fringe benefit is the networking. Getting to

talk with others folks that are in the same
business and have had some of the same prob-
lems you may have already had or maybe fac-
ing in the future. If you have never been or it
has just been awhile this is the year to come
back and make new friends or rekindle old
friendships. We hope to see you there March
28-30, 2006




2006 Fall Convention Wrap up

The 100 attendees in Houghton Lake, had a grelaint Jim Wolfe (Leisure Time Campground),
time. We started out on Sunday night with the Vice President Deb Nagle (Lincoln Pines), Secre-
ever-popular Cracker Barrel. Too many subjectary Tate Fisher (Mackinaw Mill Creek Camping)
were covered to list them but lets say that we c&Treasurer Ron Seim (Houghton Lake Travel
ered the gambit. Early Monday morning we hadark). The following Board Members were either
breakfast with Senator Michelle McManus thenreelected or elected to 2-year terms. Tom Briggs
she spoke to the group for several minutes and(Grand Rogue Campground & Paddle Sports),
opened the floor to questions. Senator McMansve Dietzel (Wooded Acres Family Camp-

is the Chair of the DEQ appropriation Committeground), Mark Staley (River Ridge Campground),
so we had several questions about Ground Watkran Holz (Holiday Camping Resort), Joy
Discharge and the Senator has promised to wokordray (White River RV Park & Campground)
very closely with us when this program comes l&eCarl Laming (Totem Pole Park). We had four
fore her committee this year for reappropriationboard members that were not eligible for reelec-

tion and thus left the board they were Dan Staley,
We started the Campground Tours off by head Qid Watts, Bob Kern & Skip )I/:uller. We want y

to Harrison; our first stop was Countryside Cam{%’take a minute again and thank them one more

ground, which was followed by Hidden Hills . -
Campground. Then on to Clare and Lunch at atr|1me for all their time and hard work they gave the

. : association over the last four years.
Amish Farm. It was very unigue and everyone
enjoyed it. The food was wonderful and the grolipesday we had four seminars that were all well
had a great time. We headed back to Houghtoattended. We want to thank the presenters Jack
Lake and visited Wooded Acres Campground, Messer (Emergency Planning), Tom Ferguson
West Houghton Lake Campground & Houghton(Why you need to belong to your Chamber of
Lake Travel Park. It was a little cold and we didCommerce and regional Tourist Association), Bob
have a little snow at times but nothing us heartyLindell (Electrical Pedestal Maintenance) & Craig
campground owners couldn’t handle. Banes (Understanding Financial Statements). We

Mondav niaht we had our Annual meetin andwant to thank everyone that attended the conven-
yng 9 tion and made it a success and look forward to

Election of Officers and Board Members. Annug eing all of you in the spring at Valley Plaza Re-

meeting was well attended; it was nice to see this " \v.41004" M. March 28-30. 2007 See You

amount of members at the meeting. The Electif.}rﬂ]sere|
was completed and your 2007 Officers are Presi- ~

Memorial
Mary Lou Schanz
Oak Shores Campground, Decatur, Michigan

Mary Lou and her husband Joe were founding members of this Association. Back in 1969
when it was just an idea that the campground owners in Michigan should have a trade associ
tion they were at the forefront forging the way. Mary Lou passed earlier this month after bat-
tling a long illness. Everyone that came into contact with her at association functions will mis:
Mary Lou and our hearts go out to Joe and the rest of the family.



